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Rezoning Narrative
Free Gospel Church of Christ
Pender County, NC

We are requesting that the Free Gospel Church of Christ properties (PIN’s 3314-28-1506
& 3314-18-8863) be rezoned from the current OI: Office & Institutional Distriet to RA: Rural
Agricultural District. The Free Gospel Church is a proposed Religious use allowed by right in
the RA zoning. The O&I Zoning does also allow the Religious use, but is required to be reviewed
under the Master Development Plan process each time. The Free Gospel Church project
consists of two existing vacant tracts totaling 7.42ac. The site is located at Hwy 117 between
River Road and Church Street, just to the south of Wallace NC. The site can currently be
accessed via a dirt driveway off of Hwy 117. We propose a new NCDOT driveway to access this
project.

It is our opinion that this proposed development will not adversely affect adjacent
properties. Allowing the site to revert back to RA district will give the Church an option to pave
or gravel their parking areas. With the interest on environmental impacts of runoff, the Church
had worked with their engineer to use a grassed parking technique in the design. During the
review process it was found that this was not allowed within the O&I district. Although the
grassed parking will still not be allowed in the RA, gravel parking is allowed and will be closer to
the original design then a required paved area that is only parked on once or twice a week, The
site will be designed using the Pender County ordinance requirements and will provide
landscaping to meet or exceed these requirements. Stormwater design will be used to meet or
exceed NCDENR’s current standards for treatment of runoff. It is our opinion that the rezoning
and development of this vacant lot along with the proposed improvements will be a benefit to
the community.
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