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MEMORANDUM 

To: Pender County Planning Board 

From: Planning Staff 

Date: July 8, 2015 

RE: Discussion Item— Landscaping and Buffer Requirements  

 

Planning Board, 

 

Staff is requesting your input on two potential options as alternatives to current landscaping and buffer 

requirements. These options are offered in effort to provide greater flexibility for landowners and/or 

developers whose proposed use on a site is relatively small compared to the overall size of the site. 

These potential options are a result of a discussion with a property owner who contacted the Planning 

office with a concern that a relatively small, new use on his site would trigger the requirement to install 

a landscaped buffer around the entire perimeter of the relatively large site, potentially becoming cost 

prohibitive. 

Section 8.2.1 of the Pender County Unified Development Ordinance defines a buffer as: 

…a specified land area, located parallel to and within the outer perimeter of a lot or parcel and 

extending to the lot or parcel boundary line, together with the planting and landscaping 

required on the land. A buffer may also contain, or be required to contain, a barrier such as 

berms, fence or wall, or combination hereof, where such additional screening is necessary to 

achieve the desired level of buffering between various land use activities. A buffer is not the 

same as the term "yard" or the term "stormwater management area." 

Section 8.2.2 states that: 

Buffers shall be located within the outer perimeter of a lot or parcel, parallel to and extending 

to the lot or parcel boundary line. Buffers shall not be located on any portion of an existing, 

dedicated or reserved public or private street or right-of-way.   Buffers may be located and 

constructed within any required setback. 

http://www.pendercountync.gov/


Staff requests your input on the following options for buffer requirements while considering the 

following context: If a new use or building is proposed on a site, buffers may be required (per UDO 

Section 8.1.2). The buffers, regardless of the area being developed on the site, are required to be 

located along the entire perimeter of the parcel.  If the parcel is large, is it unreasonable to require a 

buffer around the entire site, which could add significant cost to the project for the landowner and/or 

developer? The following two options are presented as alternatives: 

 

1. “Use Buffer”: Rather than require a buffer to be located “within the outer perimeter of a lot or 

parcel, parallel to and extending to the lot or parcel boundary line,” provide the option for the 

buffer to be located within the outer perimeter of the use on the parcel. With this option, the 

use would still be screened from adjacent sites, but the amount of buffer required could 

potentially decrease significantly. 

 

2. “Distance Buffer”: If the limit of disturbance of a use is determined to be a minimum distance 

(to be determined) from the parcel boundary line, rather than require a buffer to be located 

“within the outer perimeter of a lot or parcel, parallel to and extending to the lot or parcel 

boundary line,” provide the option of having no buffer requirement. For example, if a use is at 

least five hundred feet from the closest property line, is it necessary to screen that use from 

adjacent properties with a buffer, or is the distance an adequate buffer in itself? 

Staff will present the options to the Board for discussion and direction. Thank you for your input. 


