
 

 

 

 

 

 

Traffic Impact Analysis: Scoping                                                                         01.02.14 

The purpose of this document is to outline and streamline the Traffic Impact Analysis (TIA) scoping 
process.  The process is as follows:   

Contact the Wilmington Metropolitan Planning Organization (WMPO) to determine if a TIA will 
be required for the development you are proposing within the WMPO Planning Area Boundary.   
If a TIA is required, the WMPO will coordinate with the Applicant, NCDOT and the governing 
planning department to set a scoping meeting.   

The Applicants Traffic Engineer shall fill out the checklist below in its entirety in as much detail 
as possible, include all exhibits and documentation as noted in the checklist and provide it to 
the WMPO representative no later than 3 business days prior to the date of the scoping 
meeting. 

The Applicant’s Traffic Engineer (and other interested representatives from the Applicants 
Design Team) shall attend the scoping meeting. 

Once the scope has been established and agreed upon, the WMPO will coordinate with NCDOT 
and the governing Planning department to finalize a formal scoping letter.  If the checklist is 
completed in sufficient detail, the scoping letter should be issued within 10 business days of the 
date of the scoping meeting. 
 
The Applicant shall submit the TIA to the WMPO, NCDOT, and governing planning agency for 
review.  Once the TIA has been received, an estimated review schedule will be provided based 
on caseload of the reviewing agencies and the complexity of the TIA. 

TIA Scoping Checklist: 

1. Engineering Firm of Record:   ___________________________________________ 

2. Contact information:  Applicant  _______________________________________ 

Email ___________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________ 

Phone Number____________________________________ 

3. Development Name:  ________________________________________________ 

4. Tax Parcel ID #:  ________________________________________________ 

5. Site Address(s):   ________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 
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6. Development Concept: 

a. Provide a site plan or conceptual bubble diagram (include road circulation pattern and 
access points). 

7. Is the development proposed to be built in a single or multiple phases?   SINGLE   MULTIPLE 

8. What is the proposed build out year(s)? _________________ 

9. Proposed Intersections to be studied: 

 _______________________________________________ 
_______________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 _______________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 

10. Site Trip Generation: 

a. Provide a trip generation estimate using the ITE Trip Generation Manual. 
b. Provide pass-by and internal capture reduction calculations if applicable.   

 
11. Check all that apply: 

 A proposed school  
 Estimated average daily trips equal or exceed 10,000/day 
 Within the area of a known Transportation Improvement Project (TIP) 

www.NCDOT.org/planning/development/TIP/Tip 

12. Site Trip Distribution: 

a. Provide an exhibit to illustrate proposed site trip distribution patterns. Please see the 
attached example indicating the level of detail needed. 

b. Provide an exhibit to illustrate proposed pass-by site trip distribution patterns. Please 
see the attached example indicating the level of detail needed. 

13. Approved Adjacent Developments: 

a. Contact the local jurisdiction’s planning department to obtain information on all 
development that has been approved yet not granted certificates of occupancy within a 
five mile radius  of the proposed development boundary 

b. Provide supporting documentation (email is acceptable) from the governing authority. 
 

14. Roadway or Intersection improvements (planned and funded or required by others based on an 
approved TIA) within the General Study Area: 

________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 

 
15. Growth Factor:    ______ %  (provide supporting methodology/reasoning) 

 
16. Hours of Study:  Weekday (7:00 AM – 9:00 AM) and (4:00 PM – 6:00 PM)       

 Other ________ (provide supporting methodology/reasoning) 

http://www.ncdot.org/planning/development/TIP/Tip
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17. Data Collection:   While traditional school is in session   

  Other ________ (provide supporting methodology/reasoning) 
 

18. Methods of Study: (to be performed using the NCDOT approved version of 
SYNCHRO/SimTraffic) 

a. Existing  Conditions 
b. Background Future No-Build Conditions [existing + background growth + approved 

developments + committed improvements] 
c. Combined  Future Build Conditions  [background + site trips] 
d. Combined [Future Build Conditions/Traffic with Improvements to mitigate the proposed 

development’s impacts] 
e. Additional Scenarios as warranted; 

 A request for a control of access break or modification  
 A request for a median modification or break  
 TIP design year analysis  

 
19. Include Traffic Signal Warrant Analysis:        YES    NO 

List locations:     ________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 

20. Note: 

a. The TIA report shall be prepared following NCDOT Congestion Management guidelines 
and signed and sealed by a Professional Engineer.  Any deviations must be approved 
prior to submitting the TIA.  Failure to do so will result in an invalid submittal. 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Pages/Congestion-Management.aspx 

b. Unless proposed by the project developer, any improvements shown as needed for the 
background no-build condition shall reflect programmed and funded State/Municipal 
projects or those required as mitigation for surrounding approved development. Should 
improvements outside those listed above be included, the TIA is considered invalid and 
will not be reviewed.  

c. If the developer wishes to phase recommended/required improvements, the TIA shall 
be phased accordingly.   

d. If any changes occur (including but not limited to; land use, intensity and/or site access) 
additional scoping and analysis may be required.  

e. Data collected or analysis performed prior to an official scoping letter is issued may be 
considered invalid. 

f. Scoping letters typically remain valid for three months from the date of issuance. 
 

Attachments:  WMPO Planning Area Boundary Map 
NCDOT Congestion Management Capacity Analysis Guidelines 
Trip Distribution/Pass-by Trip Distribution Exhibits 

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/safety/Pages/Congestion-Management.aspx
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