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MINUTES 
Pender County Board of Adjustment Meeting 

May 21, 2008 
9:00 a.m. 

 
Pender County Public Meeting Room 

805 S. Walker Street, Burgaw, North Carolina 
 
 
Call to Order: Chairman Erwin Kane 
 
Prayer:  Chairman Erwin Kane 
 
Roll Call: Chairman Erwin Kane 
 
Pender County Board of Adjustment Members:  
Kane: ____ Thompson: _____ Loughlin: _____ Pullen: _____ Wilson: __x___ James: __x___ Luther: _____ 
 
New Business 
 
Swearing in of Witness(es) by Attorney Trey Thurman 
 
Public Hearing was opened by Chairman Erwin Kane. 
 
Planner Jeff Jowett presented the case to the Board of Adjustment. 
 

1. Variance – Side Yard  and Front Yard Setback Requirements Law Office of Ladd Gasparovic, PA applicant, 
on behalf of LSG Property Holdings, LLC owner; is  requesting a setback variance of 13’ and 5’ for a 
freestanding sign in the B-2, Business District.  The variance requested is to allow the faceplate of the sign 
to be changed for the installation of a new 24 square foot sign.  The property is located at 14865 US 
Highway 17, Hampstead, North Carolina. 

 
Ladd Gasparovic stated that the only thing he wanted to do was put a new sign face where the original face of the 
sign was.  When the original sign was placed there no sign ordinance was in affect but there was a zoning permit 
obtained.  Moving the sign would make for a dangerous entrance.  When the widening on Hwy 17 took place 
some of the frontage was lost. 
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Donald Luther questioned whether the applicant could move the sign back to bring the placement of the sign into 
compliance. 
 
The applicant stated that the sign would be in the parking lot if moved back enough to bring it into compliance. 
 
Donald Luther wanted to know why the sign could not be placed further back in another location or on the front of 
the building.  He stated that the signs on that section of the highway are a mess and wanted to know when the BOA 
was going to start bringing them into compliance, if not now.  He felt there should be an ordinance for all the signs 
in that area to look somewhat the same. 
 
Ed Pullen stated that he worked in the building for many years and the sign has always been in the same place.  He 
vouched for the applicant in saying that the safety of accessing the business is already very dangerous and moving 
the sign would just make it worse.  It was the most dangerous part of his day when working in that office was 
attempting to come in and out of the driveway.  The applicant has a right to commerce and that the signs being 
unruly on that section of the highway were not the issue that was being discussed in this specific case. 
 
Attorney Trey Thurman stated that the board does not set precedent but handles issues on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Horace Thompson remarked that this is a case that shows hardship.  If the sign were moved it would set a 
dangerous precedence. 
 
Attorney Thurman replied that is a very good point. 
 
Ed Pullen made the motion to approve the request for a replacement sign.  This was second by Horace Thompson.  
The vote was 4-1.  Chairman Erwin Kane did not vote. 
 

2. Items for Discussion 
a. Minutes from the March 19, 2008 Meeting 
b. There will be no June 18, 2008 meeting. 

 
3. Adjournment 

 
 
Board Action for May 21, 2008 Minutes: 
 
Motion:      Seconded:       
 
Approved:    Denied:    Unanimous:    
 
Kane  Thompson James  Loughlin Luther  Pullen  Wilson   


