PUBLIC INFORMATION
ITEM NO. 4

DATE OF MEETING: June 1, 2009
REQUESTED BY: Mr. Al Freimark
SHORT TITLE: Information Update Regarding US 17 Corridor Feasibility Studies

BACKGROUND: Mr. Freimark has been involved in the planning processes for the US 17
corridor, and desires to make the Board aware of potential changes to NCDOT’s feasibility study
focus.
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Chropoiogy....Hwy, 17 in Bampstead

5

Hwv. 17 was a 3-lane road

1984 - Meeting in Hampstead with NCDOT representatives including
Rep. Odell Williamson to discuss the need for a by-pass around
Hampstead. Subsequent meetings were held in Raleigh.

1997 - Meeting with NCDOT Officials, including Director Hunt, Rep.
Garland Garrett and others at the Hampstead EMS building. We
again underscored the need for a by-pass. NCDOT agreed to a by-
pass later if we would agree to a 5-lane of Hwy 17 first. We
agreed and shook hands. Subsequent meetings were held with
Garland Garrett and others.

%%

e By-Pass was “Promised

The 5-Lane was built. .. T
The By-Pags remained as a t{’.’cp}i: of discussion, but no action

The traffic continued to grow as did “Downtown Hampstead”

SW

(84 - Pender became a member of the WMPO

Mav, 2087 - GHHA proposed and received the unanimous agreement of
the Pender County Planning Board and the Board of Commissioners
for the establishment of 2 Hwy. 17 Overlay District. Completion
promised by 6/30/08.

?a}éﬂ?

- We don’t have a By-Pass
- We don’t have an Overlay District

- We do have a -f"‘*p-’- sal for a 6- lane
divided Hwy. through our Downiow

- And the By-Pass is #11 on the WMPO’s top 10 list
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From: * al freimark” <alfreimark@charisr.nat>
To: "David Williarns" <williamsd2@pender-county.com>

Sent Monday, January 14, 2008 2:54 Pl
Subject:  ByPass Backgrouond

The below documert may help vou to underscore the depth and breadth of the cornmunity’'s
concern for the by pass .... and it's now overi4 yrs since we held that referendum.

Ta: Pendrzr County Board of Commissioners
v Han 'W‘edd Homeowners Assscmﬁeﬁ

Sject: Proiecting e Right-of-Way for the Hampstead Highway 17 B}}?w?ass

=d their concern about the ever increasing volume and
ampstead, Ina 1993 non-binding referendumm over 42% of

the registered voters cast their ballots and oﬁ% of them said they favorad a by-pass. Thatwas overa

decade ago.

Unfortunately, for a variety of problems and reasons, nothing was done by the officials who could have
Tavorably influenced this project. During this past decade Castle Bay Golf Community was born and
created another obstacle to establishing a “preferred route”. We cannot afford a repetition of what was
allowed 1o happen

_ We urge the Pender County Board of Commissioners to actin a timely manner and to work closely with the
: WCLQ'? in helping to determine, secure and protect the right-of-way for fhe by-pass.

‘We are confident that the residents of Hampstead and coastal Pender Connty are even more supportive of
this project now than they were 11 vears ago.... and are counting on vou to make swre it becomes a reality,

Yery truly vours,

Alfred J. Freimark
President

cc: Mr, Andy Hedrick, Pender County Mgr.
Representative Carolyn Justice
Mr. Mark Tinkler, Wilmingion MPO
Mr. Lanny Wilson, WCDOT
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RESOLUTION
! SUPPORT OF THE HIGHWAY 17 HAMPSTE

AD BYPASS PROJECT

WHEREAS, Pender County has been reported as the 85™ fastest growing county in the
nation and the 6% fastest QFGWIRG county in North Caroling; and

WHEREAS, the population of Pender Connty increased by 42% from 1990 fo 2000, and
projections are for the increase in the next decade fo exceed another 50%.

WHEREAS, the a vast majority of County’s gr‘owth has occurred in the Hampstead area,
where over 60% of the County’s building permits were issued in 2006; and

WHEREAS, The N.C. Department of Transportation has proposed 19 alternate routes

. Tor this highway bypass project, 17.of which pass ﬂlﬁ.Oﬂ;élPEﬁd&f County; and.

HEREAS, the County has limited resourcas available to prevent development in and
to preserve any of the designated alternate routes; and

WHEREAS, this Board of Commissionars doss not believe, based on the volume of
subdivision applications, rezoning requests and special use permit applications pending for the
Hampstead area, that the County can responsibly preserve this area from development for the
aext two (2) years. '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pender County Board of
Commissioners urges the North Carolina Department of Transportation fo work with the
residents of the County and to hasten the selection process of the Hampstead Bypass Cormidor,
while ensuring this project receives adequate funding as a priority improvement.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted to the
members of the General Assembly representing Pender County.

Adopied this the of May, 2007

V%MMA%

F.D. Rivenbark, Cheirman Lori A. Brill, Clerk to the Board




BEERE ader County has been reported as 35:: B3 iastest growing counly & dhe
ion and the 5 Fastest ¢ arowing county In I‘mrﬁa Carghins; and
WHEREKAS, the ;}ﬁ;mimzﬁﬁ of Pender County increased by 42%
™ > T

projections are for the increase in the next decade fo exceed another 0%,
WHEREAS, the a vast majoerity of County’™s grov a’th ias ccctrrad in the Hampstead area
whete over 60% of the County’s buiiding permils were issned in 2006; and

WHEREAS, the Departmeni of Tramsporiation is currently aceepling comments on the
Drafi 2009-2015 Stale Transportation Imprevemend Program {TIP); and

WHEREAS, the Draft STIP does not add any additional projects for Pender Caumaﬁ but
ihe existing 2807-2013 5TIP currently includes the Hampst :i Bmaab mmﬁcr ’zrrmci that has
clearly became ncreasinely imporiant due o traffic cones ;
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TOWN OF SURF CITY

R«
'f‘:‘»

P.O.BOX 2475 M N. NEW RIVER DRIVE SURFCT 1 ‘r- NC 28443
”f elephone: (910) 328-4131 Fax: (910) 328-4
htip:#surfeity, sovoffice com
w DL {Zandery Guy I, Mayor ' Donald R. Helme, Councii Member
fzhva R, Albury, Council Member Douglas C. Medtin, Mayar Pro-em
Aichae! M. Cuorlew. Council Member Wittiam . {Buddy) Fowler. Council Membar

Resolution regarding the
State Transportation Improvement Program

H 3 g ooih g ) o4 l 3 3 . S 3} » .
'\VHIZRZ?:&% Pender Cowny has been reporteé as the §3” fasies srowing county in the narion and the 6% growing county in
North Caroling; and :

£73 o=

WHEREAS, the p*}puiamm of Pender County increased by 42% from 1990 10 2608, and projecrions are for the ncrease in
the next decade 10 exceed another 30% et

WHEREAS, the vast majoriy of County’s arowm h?:«» aﬁcma:é in iite hampaica(‘} aren, where over 60% of the Couniy’s
building permits were issued in 2006; and B gl

currenthy Includes the i‘iampsinac Bv;ms p*mcm: a pao} ot tm: %;as ci qr!y become tm,rx,dumalv mspamm due ta sz’ Tic
congestion which creates a public mfaw concers: and . .

-~

~

WHEREAS, the public safety concems and traf valnme will commur* 10 increase wrth 111° opening of the now Tfap.» 3
High School, the addition of another elementa ary acisoei and the cozz:mx\.mm of: numamva housing development whas
.cs&dmbw=1;rdy On High‘v.n 17 as i':té p mﬂr} zmnsnmmimﬁ corridar; dﬁd

WHEREAS, Highw

ay 17 is @ ma gor mnxpommn :*;;d acmcms{. camda; fnr E—as e C'z lina from the South Carolina
border 10 Virginia: and o . SR

NOW, THEREFORE, BE [T RESQ EI} zhat 1he Sm’f City Town Lm 1 urges the North Carelina Deparniment of
Transportation to 1) fully find and accelerates the Ham pstead vams ;;mgz:cz: ;.} Fu:ac.‘ @ stuedy of the Mighway [PCorridor;
and 3) explore alternarives fo improve safety before i?rx, mpass mxt b= c:ousfmc&d other than the 6-laning of Njdhway 17.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED, that m}nPs of th!s re:.okltzon be mznsmmed fo the members of the ¢

eneral Assembly
representing Pender County.

Adopied this the 3™ day of February 2008.
P ) 3

5 LN n, \a_.m..
A.D. (Zander) Guy Jr., Mayor ‘)\L-

. ;} = £ 3 7
ATTEST: Faliierne & ol S
Patricia E. Arnold, Town Cler
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NMr. Lannie Wilson
spariment of Transportation
Raleigh, N.C.

Dear Mr. Wilson:

On hehalf of the Pender Couniy Board of Educarion. I would like to voice my
strong support for u Hampstead bypass. [ have been superintendent of schools in
Pender County since 1996 and have seen a marked increase in traffic on Highway
17 through Hampstead., We have two schools located on the highway and it has
heen very evident that the increased traffic has made entrance and exit from our
school properties much more hazardous. /

TFurther, in 1998 we opened South Topsail Elementary School, on Hoover Road,
off of Highway 17. At the time we opened South Topsail we petitioned the
Deparument of Transportation for a connection of Hoover Road wo Highway 210.
We firmly believe that a connection on Hoover Road, west of the school will
provide a safer environment for our students, staff and parents. If an accident
oceurred on Highway 17, closing the Hoover Road intersection, our students
would not be able to leave campus fo get home. Without another means of egres:
from Hoover Road, they would be helpless until Highway 17 reopened. A bypast
around Hampstead could provide another means of access to Hoover Road.

Please feel ffee to contact me for any information you might seek. Also, fecl free
1o use this letter of support in any way you deem it belpful.

Mare J. Sosne, Superintendent
Pender County Schools

Ce: Mr, Al Freimark
wr. Andy Hedrick, County Manager



Gentlemss:

My name is Al Fretmarl and T speak to you today representing the Greater
Han ipstead Homeowners Assa, { C%ﬁﬁz}j an organization that represents 10
subdivisions and approximately 4700 residents of Hampstead, NC. The total
f Hampstead is estimated to be 14,000+ My purpose for

ropulation of
speaking today is two fold:

5-*

1. We unanimounsly agree that the planning and completion of 2
by pass around Hamps »*Eaé is 3 vervy high prierity and mast be

sceomplished as soon as pessible. This is a project that k &s been on the
baclk-burner for 'if@a long. In many ways coastal Pender 1s a subirb o
Wilmington and New Hanover County. Vigorous residential an d conunercial
srowth are making the land less available and less affordable. The longer
we wait the more dafﬁcuit this project will become. For over 14 vears we
have worked closely s ﬂh the NCDOT zad %Mfa more recently become a
é.’i?:,{:‘sl"%.«i-"“}f m" the Wilmington MPO.

rowth We are currently experiencing we are v 1"3
mindful of plans for maﬁ*‘s reasing pressure on ’“D@w own Hampstead”
through which Hwy. 17 passes; to name a few:
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- The Military Growth Task Foree est s 11,774 marines
wiil be moving into Camp Lejeuns within the next saﬁmi years. Only 850
fm niim will be housed on base. 1t is estimated that an additional 3000 new
homes will be reguired in the surrounding aree. ?f?i this ;*;a*gj'ﬁci alone &
i”mi of 63,000 new people are expected to be added to the area.

- Residential develepment - S5t Georges React
subdivision in Hampstead where 1150 homes are planned. ! .
planned development on Sidbury Rd. for up to 3500 homes, 5‘1 ﬁﬂzfﬁf 3306
subdivision planned for the area adjacent fo the present Topsail High School,
and several others in the “alking N

ui) ;j*
f
s}
i)

'ln
I AT #
bv:;i(,:{v -
2L

{?’J

- Commercial development — Two significant shopming
7 4

ceniers have recently been 3‘“?:713 ed to be built on Hwy 17 adiacent io the

J -

Olde Point subdivision. Also, two new strip shopping malis have recently



been completed and several more are “on the books”. A Medical b*z%%ﬁing_ i
also under construction on Hwy 17 just south of HWY 210, Thes

businesses are focused on the local zcammfa, ot those who are just passing
through. These merchants do not want to be lecated on a highway traveled
by 18-wheelers or four- wheelers who are interested only in getting through
as quickly as possz‘ﬁu Nor do the customers of these merchanis want to
compete with or be intimidated by 18-wheelers or others who are in a rush.

- Angther Mew School — A new, larger ngsai iigh Schoot

£%Y7, L

that is immediately oFf of Hwy 17 15 under construction and schednled for

completion in December, 2008, Also, there are presently two grammar
schools, one middle schoeol and one high schouol that are sither directly on

Hwy 17 or accessible %{3""?}" via Hwy 17. Tetal...5 schools, plus many

school busses and “soccer moms™ that use Hwy 17 at least i wioe g dav.

%4

- Commuter Traffie - In addition to the sbove, Hampstead is
bastcally a bedroom community to Wilmington and many of the parents of
those school chiidren work in New Hanover County. They rely totally on
Hwy. 17 twice 2 day for their commute,

- Ineompatible Mix
- Those mr:zt five and/or work in Hampstead and only want to go {o
school, to church, to shop and do business, chores and/or visit locally.

- Those that simply want {o get tuyough Hampstead as quickly and as
safely as they are able.

According to the North Carelina Hwy. 77 Assw. {of which GHHA s a
mezmber }.... Bypasses have a proven frack record in NC:

- Bolivia — completed

- Wilmington — mostly c&mpi

- Hertford - “

- Iacisonvilie - ¥ ¥
s 4 . &
- ’366‘1‘3" on — completed

- Witliamston — completed
- Blizabeth City — completed

% S . E &
- Windsor — Mostly completed
Ty v 3 4m 1w o -
- Washingion — Beginnih g Cx)ﬂSua



