PUBLIC INFORMATION
ITEMNO. 3.
DATE OF MEETING: April 4, 2011
REQUESTED BY: Laura Boothe, NC Division of Air Quality
SHORT TITLE: Presentation Regarding Proposed EPA Sulfur Dioxide Standards

BACKGROUND: The US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is revising the primary
standard for sulfur dioxide, and the one monitoring station located in the region, in New Hanover
County (in the industrial corridor) already far exceeds the new standard. Thus, New Hanover
County, and potentially areas of Pender and Brunswick counties, will likely be designated within
a non-attainment boundary that will be designated by EPA. The State (through the Governor)
will be making boundary recommendations to EPA by June 2, 2011, however EPA has the final
determination as to the boundaries to be established. The proposed final EPA determination date
is June, 2012. Designation as non-attainment has impacts related to economic development,
industrial development and recruitment, transportation planning, existing industrial development
expansion, and others. Even if Pender County is not included in the non-attainment boundary,
the designation will likely have impacts for recruitment of industry to Pender Commerce Park,
which is located adjacent to the New Hanover county line and the area where much industry and
higher levels of measured sulfur dioxide already exist.
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