REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION

ITEM NO. [P
DATE OF MEETING: May 6, 2013

REQUESTED BY: Kyle Breuer, Director, Planning and Community Development Department

SHORT TITLE: Resolution by the Pender County Board of Commissioners Requesting the
Return of Brunswick County to the Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area.

BACKGROUND: Due to the results of the 2010 Decennial Census, realignments have been
made to the Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA) in the United States. Brunswick County has
historically been included in the Wilmington MSA and was changed in February 2013 to be
included in the Myrtle Beach MSA. Economic development and elected officials in southeastern
North Carolina are concerned about the potential negative impact on how the region is viewed by
development prospects. This resolution is requesting that the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget return Brunswick County to the Wilmington MSA.

The OMB delineates metropolitan or micropolitan statistical areas according to published
standards that are applied to Census Bureau data. The general concept of a micropolitan
statistical area is that of a core area containing a substantial population nucleus, together with
adjacent communities having a high degree of economic and social integration with that core.

In the attached fact sheet, the OMB makes a statement regarding MSA’s that they recognize that
a number of agencies use MSA'’s for non-statistical programmatic applications, but the OMB
delineates the areas for statistical purposes only and the OMB does not attempt to anticipate or
take into account any non-statistical uses that may be made of the delineations, nor will the OMB
modify the delineations to meet the requirements of any non-statistical program.,

SPECIFIC ACTION REQUESTED: Consider approving the resolution requesting the return
of Brunswick County to the Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area.



COUNTY MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION
Respectfully recommend approval. _
Initial

RESOLUTION

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Pender County Board of Commissioners
that:

the Pender County Board of Commissioners do hereby strongly request that the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget revise its recent metropolitan area alignment by returning
Brunswick County, North Carolina to the Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area immediately.
The Chairman/County Manager is authorized to execute any/all documents necessary to
implement this resolution,

AMENDMENTS:
MOVED SECONDED
APPROVED DENIED UNANIMOUS

YEA VOTES: Brown_ McCoy___ Tate_ Ward __ Willlams

5/6/13
George R. Brown, Chairman Date

5/6/13
ATTEST Date




RESOLUTION OF THE PENDER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
REQUESTING THE RETURN OF BRUNSWICK COUNTY TO THE WILMINGTON
METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA

WHEREAS, the United States Census Bureau has completed the 2010 Decennial Census
and has reported population, demographic and income figures for all counties, municipalities and
Metropolitan Statistical Areas in the country, and

WHEREAS, based on population growth patterns in southeastern North Carolina and
northeastern South Carolina between 2000 and 2010, the U.S. Office of Management and Budget
recently announced the realignment of the nation’s metropolitan areas, and

WHEREAS, one of the realignments included removing Brunswick County from the
Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area and placing it in the Myrtle Beach Metropolitan
Statistical Area, and

WHEREAS, while MSA’s crossing state boundaries is not unprecedented, the change
could have a major adverse impact on the way southeastern North Carolina is viewed by
economic development prospects and investors, and

WHEREAS, in past Census reports, commuting patterns were among the primary
reasons a community was recognized to part of a particular MSA; and

WHEREAS, commuting patterns demonstrate that the vast majority of Brunswick
County residents commute to New Hanover County and other North Carolina counties, not to
South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, area Chambers of Commerce, Economic Development Agencies and
elected officials that represent jurisdictions in southeastern North Carolina believe this new
affiliation will not only negatively impact Pender County’s development efforts, but those fo the
other counties in the Wilmington MSA, namely Brunswick County and New Hanover; and

WHEREAS, Pender County has a regional focus on economic development and that
focus and affiliation and marketing strategy has been aligned with the Wilmington MSA for
many years; and

WHEREAS, it is the strong desire of Pender County for Brunswick County to remain in
the Wilmington MSA;



NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Pender County Board of
Commissioners hereby approves the resolution requesting the return of Brunswick County to the
Wilmington Metropolitan Statistical Area.

This 6" day of May, 2013.

George R. Brown, Chairman

ATTEST:

Dr. Mickey N. Duvall, Clerk to the Board
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» About Melropolltan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas

The United States Office of Management and Budget {OMB) delineates metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas according to published
standards that are applied to Census Bureau data. The general concept of a metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area Is that of a core area
containing a substantlal population nucleus, together with adjacent communities having a high degres of economic and soclal integration with that
core. Currently delineated metropolitan and micropelitan statistical areas are based on applivation of 2010 standards [PDF] (which appeared in the
Federal Register on June 2010} to 2010 Census and 2006-2010 American Community Survey data. Current metropolitan and micropolitan
statistical area delineations were announcad by OMB effective February 2013.

Standard delineations of metropolitan areas were first Issued in 1949 by the then Bureau of the Budget {predecessor of OMB), under the
designation "standard metropolitan area” (SMA). The term was changed to "standard mefropolitan statistical area" (SMSA} in 1959, and to
"metropolitan statistical area" (MSA) in 1983. The term "metropolitan area” (MA) was adopted In 1990 and referred collectively to metropolitan
statistical areas (MSAs), consofidated metropolitan statistical areas (CMSAs), and primary metropolitan statistical areas (PMSAs). The term "core
based statistical area" (CBSA) bacame effective in 2000 and refers collectively to metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas.

OMB has been responsible for the official metropolitan areas since they were first delineated, except for the period 1977 to 1981, when they were
the responsibility of the Office of Federal Statistical Policy and Standards, Department of Commerce. The standards for delingating metropolitan
areas were medified in 1958, 1971, 1975, 1880, 1990, 2000, and 2010.

Delineating Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas

The 2010 standards provide that each CBSA must contain at least one urban area of 10,000 or more population. Each metropolitan statistical area
must have at least one urbanized area of 50,000 or mors inhabitants. Each micropolitan statistical area must have at least one urban cluster of at
feast 10,000 but less than 50,000 population.

Under the standards, the county (or counties) in which at least 50 percent of the population resides within urban areas of 10,000 or more
population, or that contain at least 5,000 people residing within a single urban area of 10,000 or more population, is identified as a “ceniral county"
{counties). Additional "outlying counties” are included in the CBSA If they meet specified requirements of commuting to orfrom the central
counties. Counties or equivalent entities form the geographic "bullding blocks" for metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas throughout the
United States and Puerto Rico.

If specified criteria are met, & metropolitan statistical area containing a single core with a population of 2.5 million or more may be subdivided to
form smaller groupings of counties referred to as "metropolitan divisions."

As of February 2013, there are 381 metropolitan statistical areas and 536 micropolitan statistical areas in the United States. In addition, there are
7 mefropolitan statistical areas and 5 micropolitan statistical areas in Puerte Rico.

Principal Cities and Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Titles

The largest cily in each metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area is designated a "principal city.” Additional cities qualify If specified
requirements are met concerning pepulation size and employment. The title of each metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area consists of the
names of up to three of its principal clties and the name of each state into which the metropolitan or micropolitan statistical area extends. Titles of
metropolitan divisions also typically are based on principal city names but In certain cases consist of county names.

Delineating New England City and Town Areas

In view of the Importance of cities and town in New England, the 2010 standards also provide for a set of geographic areas that are delineated
using cities and towns in the six New England states. The New England city and town areas (NECTAs) are delineated using the same criteria as
metropolitan and micropalitan statistical areas and are identified as either metropolitan or micropolitan, based, respectively, on the presence of
either an urbanized area of 50,000 or mare population or an urban cluster of at least 10,000 but less than 50,000 population, If the specified
criterla are met, a NECTA containing a single core with a population of at least 2.5 million may be subdivided to form smaller groupings of cities
and towns referred to as New England city and town area divisions.

Changes in Delineations over Time
Changes in the delineations of these statistical areas since the 1950 census have consisted chiefly of:
¢ the recognition of new areas as they reached the minimum required city or urbanized arga population, and

» the addition of counties (or clties and towns in New England) to existing areas as new decennial census data showed them to qualify.

In some instances, formerly separate areas have been merged, con{ponents of an area have been transferred from one area to another, or
components have bean dropped from an area, The large majority of changes have taken ptace on the basis of decennial census data. Howaver,
Census Bureau data serve as the basis for intercensal updates In specified circumstances.

Because of these historical changes in geographic delineations, users must be cautlous in comparing data for these statistical areas from different
dates. For same purposes, comparisons of data for areas as delineated at glven dates may be appropriate; for other purposes, it may be
preferable to maintain consistent area delineations. Historical statistical area delineations are available for 2003 through 2009, 1999, 1993, 1990,
1983, 1881, 1973, 1970, 1983, 1960, and 1850,

Uses of Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Areas
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While OMB recognizes that a number of agencies, both inside and outside the Federal government, make use of the delineations of metropolitan
and micropolitan statistical areas for nonstatistical programmatic applications, OMB delineates the areas for statlstical purposes only. In
delineating metropolitan and micropolitan statistical areas, OMB does not attempt to anticlpate or take into account any nonstatistical uses that
may he made of the delineations, nor will OMB modify the delineations to meet the requirements of any nonstatistical program. Questions about

how metropalitan or micropolitan statistical areas are used within any particular nonstatistical program should be directed to the agency that
administers that particular program.

[PDF] or E} denotes a file in Adobe's Portable Dacument Format. To view the file, you will need the Adobe® Reader® [3» available free from Adobe. -
Source: U,8. Census Bureau | Metropolitan and Micrepolitan | Last Revised: 2013-02-26T13:39:00.231-05:00
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